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Q E S C . ~ I P T I O N  

I 1 (Chock One) 1 
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CONDITION 
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The smal l  v i l l a g e  o f  Lunenburg has  changed l i t t l e  i n  s i z e  o r  appearance 
s i n c e  ante-bel lum t imes.  Tile p re sen t  popula t ion  is s t i l l  around f o r t y .  
Dominating t h e  v i l l a g e  i s  t h e  imposing c o u r t  house --  a  two-story,  b r i c k  
temple-form b u i l d i n g  f ron ted  by a  t e t r a s t y l e  Roman Doric p o r t i c o .  As 
o r i g i n a l l y  b u i l t ,  the  c o u r t  house was only  four  bays deep, but  i n  1939 
i t  was extended back two a d d i t i o n a l  bays t o  accommodate t h e  c l e r k ' s  
o f f i c c .  The i n t e r i o r  of t h e  c o u r t  house o r i g i n a l l y  was arranged s i m i l a r  
to  o t h e r  c o u r t  houses of the  per iod ,  having a two-story courtroom wi th  a  
r c a r  g a l l c r y .  Around 1850, t h e  courtroom was d iv ided  i n t o  two f l o o r s  
and thc  double f l i g h t  of s t a i r s  leading  up t o  t h e  second f l o o r  was placed 
under t h e  p o r t i c o  a t  t h a t  t ime. . . . . . 

u n q ~ t c r e d  
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n M O V ~ ~  a originol sitc 

I n  i t s  s i t u a t i o n  on h igh  ground wi th  surrounding = lea red  lands ,  t h e  v i l l a g e  / n 
presen t s '  ii $ i c t u i i s q L e  scene', ' S i p e c i a l i y  ' f rom' the  :so~th'wh&'e' t!He c o u r t  
house and i t s  gleeming whi t e  pediment can  be c l e a r l y  seen  above t h e  s v l l e r  

.zl,iSt&ed -;i,joht if.. ' I..: ;>. , : : ;  ! ,,:.,.: , . 
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To thc  wcst of t h c  c o u r t  house is a  c o l o n i i l  s t y l e  s tory-and-a-ha l f  b r i c k  
s t r u c t u r e  b u i l t  i n  1938' t h a t  now houscs tllc county o f f i c c  of  thc  S t a r c  
IIealtIl Dcpartmcnt. This  b u i l d i n g  i s  one of  many s i m i l a r  s t r u c t u r c s  b u i l t  
a t  c o u r t  houses throughout the S t a t e  through the  g e n e r o s i t y  of M r .  David K .  
Bruce. On t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of t h e  c o u r t  house i s  a  l a r g e ,  hipped-roofed frame 
house which was once a  t ave rn  known a s  the  Lunenburg S t a t e  Inn .  Por t ions  
of t h i s  b u i l d i n g  were b u i l t  a s  a  res idence  before  t h e  town was l a i d  ou t .  
D i r e c t l y  a c r o s s  the  road from t h e  c o u r t  house i s  a n  ea r ly -n ine teen th -cen tu ry  
frame s t r u c t u r e  known a s  t h e  Hotel  Gary. Now i n  poor cond i t ion ,  t h i s  
bu i ld ing  has  a t  v a r i o u s  t imes accommodated a  s t o r e ,  i n n ,  pos t  o f f i c e ,  and 
res idence .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  these  c h i e f  s t r u c t u r e s  t h e  v i l l a g e  a l s o  c o n t a i n s  
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a s p r i n k l i n g  of o t h e r  n ine teenth-century  b u i l d i n g s  and ou tbu i ld ings .  
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SPEC,  F IC  DITEIS) (11 ~ p p l i c a b l o  a n d ~ n o t u n )  

A R E ~ S  OF  S I G N I  FI c A N C E  (Check Ono or More o e  A p p r o p r l a t o ~  I 

By 1823, i t  was decided t h a t  t h e  1787 c o u r t  house should be moved and 
replaced by a  more s u b s t a n t i a l  bu i ld ing .  The c i t i z e n s  of  Lunenburg seemed 
t o  be  envious of  neighboring C h a r l o t t e  County's handsome new Romn l(ewiva1 
c o u r t  house, f o r  t h e  commissioners appointed t o  supe rv i se  t h e  ' cons t ruc t ion  
o f  a  new b u i l d i n g  were ordered " to  a d v e r t i s e  i n  the, .public  papers  t h a t ,  
they w i l l  u n t i l  t h e  20th day of December meet a t  Lunenburg Courthouse t o  
r ece ive  proposa ls  f o r  bu i ld ing  a  new courthouse a t  t h i s  p l ace  which 
cour thouse  i s  proposed t o  be b u i l t  a f t e r  t h e  p l an  of  t h e  new courthouse 
i n  C h a r l o t t e  County". The new c o u r t  house was completed by 1827, f o r  i n  
March of t h a t  yea r  t h e  Court was ordered t o  "hold i t s  s i t t i n g  there in" .  

. , -  
Abo. ig ina l  - '  ' 'a Education "I,.' ' 'ti 'Pd l i t ic0 l '  
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0 Prehistor ic  rn E n g i n ~ c r i ~ g  Roligion/Phi.  El Othor ( s ~ c c l r y j  

H i s l o r i c  C] Imdu%try 1osophy His tory  
A g r i c w I * ~ r e  0 Invention Scicnco 

A r c h i a c t u r a  0 Land.copo n S C U I P P U ~ O  

A r t  Architecture Sociol/Humon- 

Commorca 0 Li teroturo it0ri.n 
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a C a n s a t r a t i o n  C] M u s i c  0 Tranrpor to t ion  

i T A T E M E N T  O F  5 1 G N I F I C A N C E  

Under t h e  a u t h o r i t y  of  a n  a c t  of  t h e  ~ u n e n b u r g  county court"bf m y ,  1782, 
the l o c a t i o n  of t h e  c o u r t  house w a s  des igna ted  t o , b e  i n  a  'jconvenient 
p l ace  a t  o r  near  t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  county"." Shor t ly  a f t e rwards ,  the  
exac t  s i t e  was s e l e c t e d  apd t h e , p l a n s  were approved, b u t  the  two-room 
frame c o u r t  house was no tcomple ted  u n t i l  1787. Despi te  e a r l i e r  f e a r s  t h a t  
the  geographica l  c e n t e r  of t h e  county would be remote from t h e  ma jo r i ty  
o f  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s ,  t h e  new l o c a t i o n  of  t h e  c o u r t  gained enough i n  
importance s o  t h a t  i n  1816 t h e  p l ace  became a n  incorpora ted  v i l l a g e  
named Lewiston i n  honor of Captain Lewis L. Taylor ,  who f e l l  i n  t h e  War 
of 1812. The new name d i d  not  l a s t ,  however, f o r  the  v i l l a g e  cont inues  t o  
be c a l l e d  Lunenburg Court House. Some t h i r t y  l o t s  were l a i d  o u t  around 
t h e  c o u r t  house square  and were s o l d  o f f  by t h e  town's t r u s t e e s .  

Unfor tunate ly  n e i t h e r  the  des igner  nor  the  b u i l d e r s  of t h e  c o u r t  house 
were recorded,  but  t h e  academic q u a l i t y  of  t h e  b u i l d i n g ' s  c l a s s i c a l  I 

i 

propor t ions  and d e t a i l  c l e a r l y  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  des igne r  was knowledgsabl' 
i n  a r c h i t e c t u r e  and was f a m i l i a r  wi th  Thomas J e f f e r s o n ' s  Roman Revivalism. 
One of  t h e  handsomest o f  V i r g i n i a ' s  numerous Roman-style c o u r t  houses, 
the  temple-form Lunenburg Court House s t ands  a s  v i s i b l e  evidence of  
J e f f e r s o n ' s  i n f luence  on t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r e  of the  S t a t e ' s  pub l i c  bu i ld ings .  
The a r c h i t e c t u r a l  q u a l i t y  of  the  c o u r t  house is  much enhanced by t h e  
maintenance of  i t s  h i s t o r i c  s e t t i n g .  The conse rva t ive  growth of  the  
v i l l a g e  of Lunenburg has r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  of  one of  ~ i r g i n i a ' s  
most p i c tu resque  c o u r t  house communities. The c o u r t  house s t i l l  v i s u a l l y  1 
dominates t h e  t i n y  co rnun i ty  and t h e  surrounding count rys ide  as i t  has f o r  
n e a r l y  a cen tu ry  and a h a l f .  

1 
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